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PROCEEDI NGS

MR. WOODY: Ckay. Just repeat a coupl e of
t hi ngs before |I got the recorder going.

John Henry Ward, birthday 4/12/60. And you
operate a 23 foot sports craft, an open boat that
you do commercial fishing, ground fishing, and |
think you said you are licensed for near shore.

MR. WARD: Right. | aminspected with al
t he near shore safety equi pnent.

MR. WOODY: And you said you had been four
or five years, four years for sure operating out of
Gari bal di .

MR. WARD: Ri ght.

MR. WOODY: And when you arrived at the Bar,
t he Gakl and pilot was there, and the 47 footer.

MR. WARD: Ri ght.

MR. WOODY: Forty seven, two, ten. And then
you, the third boat was the Amanda.

MR. WARD: Ri ght.

MR. WOODY: And then there was the D&D,
followed cl osely behind by the T&T.

MR. WARD: The Taki Too.

MR. WOODY: Taki Too, right.

Now, do you recall the tinme, any tinmes that
these, that you arrived and the time that they
arrived?

MR. WARD: No, | wasn’t, | was not observing
my watch. Let’s see the Oakland pilot was there
probably four mnutes after | got there. The D&D
and the Taki Too showed up, and then maybe five, 10
m nutes |later the Norwester canme and then the
Norwester inmmedi ately took a position and it was in
the, what we call the soft zone on the north side of
the bar, just inside fromthe tip, maneuvering his
vessel backwards into the current waiting for his
opportunity and small swells, so he could make his
access.

MR. WOODY: Okay. So, the Norwester was the
| ast one to arrive, so he would, he would have been
about 20 m nutes after you got there.

MR. WARD: Sonething |like that.

MR. WOODY: Sonething like that. Okay.

And you didn’'t cross and you didn’'t tell ne
the reason you didn't cross that day? You said that
you - -

MR. WARD: Every vessel that exited, |
i mmedi atel y maneuvered nyself into a position where
| could observe their passage across the bar.

MR. WOODY: Ckay.

MR. WARD: What current, and the conditions
they were facing as they were crossing the bar.

MR. WOODY: Ckay.

MR. WARD: Every one of the vessels | did
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that. As a note, when the Norwester nade his nove
to cross the bar, the 47 immedi ately ran up to the,
to observe the Norwester’s crossing.

MR. WOODY: Ckay.

MR. WARD: At no other time and for no other
vessels did the 47 do that. It stayed back away
fromthe bar, sonewhere between the pits and the
tower, in the mddle, you know, kind of just hangi ng
back there watching what we do.

MR. WOODY: Ckay.

MR. WARD: But, they did, but they did run
up to bar to watch the Norwester cross, but did not
do so for the other vessels.

MR. WOODY: Ckay. Why don’t you just go
ahead and descri be what you, what you saw t hat day,
just |like you are doing now. Now, the Norwester was
the first one to cross, even though he was the first
one there. And --

MR. WARD: Can you hold on one second for

ne.

MR, WOODY: Sure.

MR. WARD: | have sonet hing here.

(Pause.)

MR. WARD: | did put it on down paper, you
know, the whole, the whole thing. | don’t know if |
have got it. ©Oh, boy.

(Pause.)

MR. WARD: | can probably do it with nmenory,
because it went through ny m nd when | saw t hem
trying, before I finally got it all wote down.

The Norwester choice of set was
approxi mately four to seven foot, non breaking
swells in the north end of the bar.

MR. WOODY: OCkay.

MR. WARD: However, he took a west, western
course and kept it and maintained it at a pretty
good throttle but when he got an eighth of mle, he
got off the bar with no problem but hol ding that
course, at about eighth of a mle fromthe bar, he
encountered a couple of eight to 10 foot swells.
They were kind of crispy and his bough cut through
t hem and he was gone, you know. His exit was pretty
good.

MR. WOODY: Ckay.

MR. WARD: Then the QGakland Pil ot went
second
and his set was about five to eight foot when he
crossed the bar, when he decided to go, and he took
alittle bit nore the northwest course than the
Norwester did. And he maintained his course at a
pretty good throttle, but when he got to that eighth
mle line, he encountered two 10 foot breaking
swells, that allowed nme to see the top of his vessel
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at a 17 degree angle twce. And | thought, whoa.
That is pretty heavy duty.

Then the D&D sat inside for a considerable
amount of time, maybe as long as up to 15 ni nutes,
in the sanme prop area, waiting for the soft set, so
he could cross the bar.

MR. WOODY: And the soft set as you told ne
before, the area up there just south of the north
jetty.

MR. WARD: Right, normally in the bar, due
to the erosion of the bar and the filling of the
north half of the bar, there is not a straight
channel that goes out.

MR. WOODY: Ri ght.

MR. WARD: Each channel runs along the north
jetty and makes a swooping curve and runs right
across the south jetty. That is the deep channel
t hat everybody normally operates in and out of the
bar on, because it is the safest spot, because of
t he deeper water. However, a |arge slow bay on an -
- tide when the current is comng out to the bay, it
makes that curve and the deep, as it doing it, it is
pushi ng up that bank onto the sandbar and the swells
are comng off the top of that sandbar and it nmakes
sonme pretty wicked waves a |ot of the tine.

MR. WOODY: So, what --

MR. WARD: However, on normal days,
dependi ng on which way the swells are com ng from
and how | arge the swells are, the south hole, which
i's, you know, across the south tip, is the normal
predi ctabl e soft set area that we use.

MR. WOODY: Ckay.

MR. WARD: The north hole is rare for it to
be the soft set area where we enter and exit, you
know, so, it was, | believe that day the reason that
the north side showed consistent and regul ar
predi ctable soft sets for awhile just before the
ti de changed, was because there was west swells,

t here was northwest swells a little smaller and

sout hwest swells as well. And every, every so often
the swells, all three directions of the swells would
meet and create a very large swell. So, the south

hol e was cl osed because the current was running
straight into the swells, causing waves.

MR. WOODY: Ckay.

MR. WARD: The west swells were com ng off
the hill, hitting the current causing even nore
del ays, but, the northwest swells, which were the
smal | est, com ng across the tip of the north jetty
woul d cal m down every once in awhile. Because the
current makes that |left hand turn, so, it left the
current a lot slower at the north half of the jetty
and the smaller northwest swells were giving
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opportunities for us to exit.

And then the D&D, when he took his set, he
t ook one that was about four to six foot, non
breaki ng on the bar when he decided to cross and
about eight seconds into his crossing, the, the set
that he choose deteriorated to the point where what
was north of himwas cal mer than what he woul d have
faced in continuing on his course, so he turned
al nost north, northwest, to get off of the bar into
the softer zone where there were swells. However,
that area due to the |last three years of erosion of
t he beach there, the -- Jetty Beach, you know, just
inside the jetty, that corner, that beach used to go
way out there.

MR. WOODY: OCkay.

MR. WARD: Big and fromthe stornms, it has
washed all that sand out in front of the north
jetty, and caused an even higher hill in front of
t he passage or the deep part to the channel that
swoops to the right in front of the south jetty.

MR. WOODY: Ckay.

MR. WARD: So, this particularly creates
this really dangerous situation.

As far as | could see, his passage was fine
and then he di sappeared around the tip of the north
jetty and at a nore north course, so | couldn’'t see
hi m anynore.

Then the Taki Too --

MR. WOODY: Go back to the D&D one nore
t1nme.

MR. WARD: Sure.

MR. WOODY: VWhat was his initial course
goi ng out?

WARD: Li ke everybody, the initial
headi ng, when the choices were made for all vessel s,
the initial heading when the choice was made and the
throttle was put down, all the vessels took a west,
west, northwest course.

MR, WOODY: West, northwest course. OCkay.

MR. WARD: West, west, northwest. See, that
way you are kind of, you are going on the north half
of the bar, and you are headed out, into the ocean,
at a very slight angle to nost of the swells and
breakers as they occur. And then you exit the bar
qui cker than if you went straight west.

MR. WOODY: Ckay.

MR. WARD: |f you go straight west, you have got
a |lot of bar to cover.

MR. WOODY: Right. And you have got the
shall ow ground to --

MR. WARD: Right. Oh, that is horrible out
t here.

MR. WOODY: So, | think |I heard you say west
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of , west, northwest.

MR. WARD: West, west, northwest.

MR, WOODY: West, west, northwest, okay.

MR. WARD: Yes, that is just a hair north of
goi ng strai ght west, you know what | nean?

MR, WOODY: Yes.

MR. WARD: So, that way at an angle to the
bar as slight as possible so that whatever we do
encounter, we do encounter it in the manner that it
i's not
cause our vessel a bunch of trouble.

MR. WOODY: Just north of west, the course
of the would be 270, would that be 280, 290? Any
i dea?

MR. WARD: No, | don’t know that my conpass
is exactly accurate.

MR. WOODY: Ri ght.

MR. WARD: But, if you go straight, parallel
with the north jetty and then veer to the north
approximately 10 to 15 degrees.

MR. WOODY: Okay.

MR. WARD: That is the course everybody
took, in fighting to cross the bar.

MR, WOODY: Okay. And | interrupted you,
you had started to tal k about the Taki Too.

MR. WARD: Yes, the Taki Too, as well,
seened the sanme spot in the safe zone, as close to
the jaws as possible, backing into the current,
waiting for a set.

MR. WOODY: Okay.

MR. WARD: And | renenmber when he decided to
put his throttle down, | was in a very good position
to observe what he was | ooking at, the currents, the
waves, the swells, and the set that he choose was
t he best one of themof all. | would say his set
| ooked |ike four foot to six foot swells, no
br eakers.

MR, WOODY: Si x.

MR. WARD: However, six seconds into the
crossing, after he, you know, put his throttle down
and made his decision to go, within six seconds what
was in front of him deteriorated, began to grow
sharply and cl ose together and began to break. He
went over one, he went over another one, and then in
my observation he turned to the north because what
was north of the bar, you know, he was pass the
jetty, approximately 200, not even quite 200 feet.
Bet ween 100 and 200 feet, he made his turn to the
north, how, why, | amnot sure, it is my opinion
that he was | ooking at a deteriorating set that was
great, and turned into ugly right in front of him
within a matter of seconds, and turn to the north to
get off of the bar over where there is just swells.
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But, when he made his turn, and as his stern
di sappeared around the north jetty, on a northward
course, | |looked at the ocean and | saw two very
| arge swells that were breaking in the sane area
that the Norwester and Oakl and Pil ot encountered
their large swells out in the ocean off the beach.
And | | ooked at ny passenger, my crew nenber and
said, God, | hope he doesn’'t get caught. And at
t hat nmonment, sone very large swells canme in the
mouth and | turned ny vessel around and rode the top
of one all the way back to the tower. And then I
turned nmy vessel around and as | was headed back
towards the bar, | went over another one that was
even bigger.

MR. WOODY: OCkay.

MR. WARD: As | was reproaching the jaws, the 47
was al nost keel to keel with me on a course back to
the mouth. And as | was headi ng back west to the
mout h, | heard the broadcast by Mark Surl, who is
t he owner/operator, captain of the Sundance make a
br oadcast -- Bay, Coast Guard, the Taki Too has
turned upside down just north of the north jetty,
just outside of the breakers.

MR. WOODY: Any idea of the tinme?

MR. WARD: No. | was not, well, | probably
could have, | don’t wear a watch. | use ny cel
phone if | want to check the tine.

MR. WOODY: Ckay.

MR. WARD: But, you know, it was just kind
of a sick feeling because the broadcast was | oud and
cl ear.

MR. WOODY: Ckay.

MR. WARD: And the anount of tinme went by,
in my opinion it was alnost a mnute, could have
been between 30 seconds and a m nute, did not
respond. Mark repeated his broadcast and said the
Taki Too is upside down, just outside the surf.

MR. WOODY: And Mark is, Mark is the
operator of the 27 footer?

MR. WARD: No, no, no, he owns a charter
vessel that ports out of here, it is called the
Sundance.

MR. WOODY: Sundance.

MR. WARD: He said, this is the Sundance,

t he Taki Too just turned upside down, just outside
the surf, just north of the north jetty.

MR. WOODY: How woul d he have known that?

MR. WARD: Because he was in his vehicle on

the jetty.
. WOODY: Oh, okay.
MR. WARD: It was a | and broadcast. | knew
he was in his vehicle and | knew he had to be there
because when | left port, | saw his boat stil
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sitting there.

MR. WOODY: Okay. Let nme wite his nanme
down, again. | just, okay, one nore tinme with his
name.

MR. WARD: Mark Surl, S-U-R-L

MR. WOODY: S-U?

MR. WARD: Yes.

MR. WOODY: U-R-E-L?

MR. WARD: | think it is S-U-R-L, there

m ght be an E on the end, but | knowit is S-U-R-L.
MR. WOODY: S-U-R- L. Okay.
MR. WARD: And he owns the Sundance.

MR. WARD: Yeah, | have passengered and deck
for the Dana on the Oakland Pilot, | have decked for
Mark Surl on the Sundance. | have never been on the
Norwester, the D& or the Taki Too.

MR. WOODY: Okay.

MR. WARD: But, | have decked and have been
on those vessels nore than once.

MR. WOODY: Okay.

MR. WARD: Over the course of a couple of
years.

MR. WOODY: How does the Sundance size
conpare to Taki Too?

MR. WARD: It is a bit smaller.

MR. WOODY: A bit snaller.

MR. WARD: It is a bit smaller. He has got,
he has got a better rough water val ve, though.

MR. WOODY: Okay.

MR. WARD: Mark canceled his trip -- because
he knew it was going to be pretty bad.

MR. WOODY: Okay.

We tal ked to one operator, -- and he said
that it was his policy whenever the swells were
double digit and they were 10 foot or greater.

MR. WARD: Ri ght.

MR. WOODY: He didn’t go. He cancel ed.

MR. WARD: Sure.

MR. WOODY: Have you heard of anybody el se
having that kind of a criteria for going out?

MR. WARD: 1|, | kind of do.

MR. WOODY: You ki nd do.

MR. WARD: | kind of do. It depends on the
tide. If the tide is comng in fully, you know, it
is onits way in, there is little or no possibility
of breakers on the bar.

MR. WOODY: Okay.

MR. WARD: You have just the |arge swells,
just |like you do on the beach. Unl ess you get out
in the mddle, out there where it is shallow and
you need to stay away fromthere, but on an incom ng
tide, the swells can be up to 12 foot and there is

EXECUTI VE COURT REPORTERS, | NC.
(301) 565- 0064



1 still sets of swells that don’t break in the south
2 hol e.
3 MR. WOODY: Okay.
4 MR. WARD: | nean, like | say, -- bar, it is
5 predi ctabl e, but treacherous.
6 MR. WOODY: Okay.
7 MR. WARD: On the average nost of the tine.
8 But, when you get southwest swells or west,
9 sout hwest swells, it makes the south hole very
10 difficult. And if you get very large swells, it is
11 nore often that the north hole shows breaks of
12 opportunity to cross, but you have got to do it
13 pretty quick.
14 MR. WOODY: Yeah, you have given nme good
15 information. | appreciate this. This is --
16 MR. WARD: Sure.
17 MR. WOODY: This is great.
18 MR. WARD: | have got it in witing, and if
npou, when you done talking, if you can give ne an
z@ddress, | will be happy to send it to you.
21 MR, WOODY: Ch, | would be please to, indeed
22 | woul d.
23 Woul d you have the phone nunber for Mark
24 Surl? We mght be well to give hima call.
25 MR. WARD: Yeah, if | can continue?
26 MR. WOODY: Yes, please do, yes.
27 MR. WARD: If you will allow ne.
28 MR. WOODY: Yes, indeed.
29 MR. WARD: After | heard Mark’s second
30 br oadcast, that the Taki Too was upside down, |
31 mean, it was a very abrupt second broadcast and it
32 was still, it seemed to ne |like alnost a full mnute
33 and no response until he broadcasted it on Channel
34 16. There was still, there was no response from --
35 Bay. And | amsitting there just inside of the 47,
36 because the swells are getting bigger, because the
37 tide is starting to change, and there was no
38 opportunity for me to get close at that tine, so |
39 just sat there staring, nme and ny partner were
40 staring at the guys on the 47. Just staring at
41 them waiting for themto go, you know, because they
42 are suppose to nonitoring 16 and 22.
43 MR. WOODY: Yes.
44 MR. WARD: After, after, after a | ong period

of tiupe, alnost a full mnute, Astoria responded to Mark’s

br oadeast .
47 MR, WOODY: Ckay.
48 MR. WARD: And it was at that tinme that I
49 realized the -- apparently didn't have a clue for
50 sone reason.
51 MR. WOODY: Okay.
52 MR. WARD: So, | put my throttle down, on
53 full throttle and | ainmed nmy vessel right at the

EXECUTI VE COURT REPORTERS, | NC.
(301) 565- 0064



O©oOoO~NOOWNPE

10

stern of the 47, | got within 75 feet of their
stern, turned ny boat around in case | needed to run
back in, and screaned at the guys, | said, there is

a boat out there upside down, go, go, signaling to
me and ny crew nenbers that one of the fellows up on
t he bridge kind of just waved at us. And t hat was,
a very wenching nonment, you know, and | naintained
space in the area because, you know, as a nmariner it
is my, it is ny duty to render assistance if it is
at all possible without risking nmy vessel or ny
crew. However, as nuch as | wanted to get go
fishing, | wanted even nore to go help sone people,
but on the other hand, there was no opportunity that
arose for nme to cross the bar since the ocean
started com ng back in and the bigger swells were
actually pointing in across the bar.

And about 30 seconds |l ater, -- responded,
the 47 went to the jaws, waited for a set and took
off. In ny estimation if it had responded

i medi ately to Mark Surl’s broadcast, they coul d
have been on the site of the capsized Taki Too in
| ess than two m nutes.

MR. WOODY: Okay.

MR. WARD: | still maintained station after
they crossed the bar. The next vessel to cross was
the second Coast CGuard vessel, | don't remenber if
it was a 44 or 47, but | still maintained station
because | know people are out there and those guys
t he boats aren’t going to be able to handl e the
whol e situation, so | wanted to go, | wanted to go,
| kept getting closer to the bar and closer to the
bar, waiting and watching. But, at no tinme did
anything | ook near anynore, as anything that the
ot her boats crossed. So,
| was unable to exit the bar.

Then the chopper showed up and | still
mai nt ai ned station for another 10 m nutes and then |
| ooked at ny partner and | says, we have got to go.

There is no point in us even staying here. Because
it was getting really big com ng in.

And | went back in and tied up ny boat and
manned the trollers, and about 10 m nutes |ater,
Mark Surl showed up and at sone point while | was
still maintaining station and the vessels and the
hel i copter were rendering assistance, -- requested a
response from Mark and Mark wasn’t avail abl e because
| knew he went out in the surf to help people. So
he didn’t respond, because he is that kind of guy,
you know, he junped out of his truck, put his stuff
down, and went out and started draggi ng peopl e out
of the surf. And | inforned Astoria, you know, by
who | was, and that that was a | and broadcast by
Mark Surl of the, of the Sundance, not a, you know,
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he was on | and when he nmade the broadcast.

MR. WOODY: And - -

MR. WARD: They thanked nme for the
informati on and that was the end of the
br oadcasti ng.

MR. WOODY: And that was Channel 16.

MR. WARD: Yes.

MR. WOODY: Okay.

MR. WARD: | have, | do want to say, though
if I had been at the tine and place where the Taki
Too was when Doug made his decision to cross, |
woul d have done it as well.

MR. WOODY: You woul d have?

MR. WARD: Oh, yeah, | would have took that
bet in a heart, because it was the best one of all.

It 1 ooked so nice. He |looked |ike he was going to
have no trouble at all, nice snmooth sailing across
the north side and out he would have went. But, |
know for a fact, fromm own experiences, that even
after crossing the bar, for instance, a couple of
years ago | had 21 footer that was called the Mary
Warren, and | went into the Mayhallin(ph) to get
fuel, because | had gone very far north and I went
into the Mayhallin to get fuel and on ny way back
out, | encountered three to four foot breakers on
that bar, and after | crossed the bar, | was headed
out into the ocean and the normal ocean swell that
was com ng at nme, just continued to grow and grow
and grow and grow and grow, and ny vessel would turn
on a dinme, but it wouldn’t turn back very easily, so
| just choose to keep going at it, and by the tine
my bough poked that big thing, | couldn’t even see
that top of it. It alnost tore the whole bridge
ri ght off my boat.

MR. WOODY: Okay.

MR. WARD: It instantly put ne in 10 inches
of water inside ny boat, the engine died, | had to
junp out and start hooking the anchor to get out of
t hat spot until ny boat’s punps punped the water out
and ny notor would restart and we were back on our

way to -- So, | know for a fact, you know, that in
the shallows of the coast, and the shall ows of the
Pacific ocean, | nmean, five sets -- five to six sets

assunes a very large swell or two. And what | ooks
okay, turns into sonething really big, really fast.
| mean, within a matter of seconds. And ny heart
just wretched because when Doug turned, | heard that
swel | was what caused himto turn.
MR, WOODY: Yes.

MR. WARD: But, | am not so sure about that,
because it wasn't, it didn't look to me |like the
vessel was being pushed. It looked to me like, he

just backed off the throttle some, turned and then
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hit his throttle again to go north, you know, to get
off of the bar, because he had already cleared the
tip.

MR. WOODY: You think --

MR. WARD: And what | saw over there was
swel | s but no breakers.

MR, WOODY: Yes.

MR. WARD: \What he was facing on a continued
course, was bigger breakers that were sharp and
cl ose together, which would cause the vessel his
Size considerable trouble. The Taki Too doesn’t
exactly have a water cutting val ve.

MR. WOODY: Do you -- Okay. That is
inportant. Did you see any point in his going out
where you woul d expect himto sl ow down or back
t hese engi nes?

MR. WARD: When he put the throttle down,
made a choice to exit on the same course that
everybody el se took, he gave it good throttle, but
after he went over a couple of, couple of the first
few small swells of the set, was when the ones out
there started to deteriorate and of course as the
bi gger swells conme at you, you need to back your
throttle down and, and maintain your heading so that
your vessel doesn’t |eap out of the water and you
don’t | ose propulsion and you don’t cause cavitation
of the propeller, so that you can maintain, you
mai nt ai n navi gati on, you back off your throttle when
your -- gets into a large cutting, a | arge breaker
a large swell, that is sharp. Because it pushes you
back a little bit as your bough cuts it, and if you
don’t keep your prop in the water, you end up with
air underneath your prop and then you get
cavitation. | did not observe that happening. |
mean, he did everything right and he made all the
ri ght choices. | would have made the sane one,
however, it just deteriorated and even though
turning the north was what did he in, | probably
woul d have did the exact sane thing.

The problemthat | think he had is my, ny
perspective of his course, was fromup on a swell at
the sanme tinme that he was down in-between swells,
after he went over the second one, he was down i n-
bet ween, and when he turned to the north, even

t hough it was cal mer over there, | don't think he
could see what was com ng out of the ocean. You
know, | don’'t think there was any way he could see

it.

MR. WOODY: Okay.

MR. WARD: It was kind of an ugly deal. M
exact words, | |ooked at ny crew nmenmber and | said,
| hope he doesn’t get caught.

MR. WOODY: Yes, | did want to ask you the
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name of your crew nenber, too, if you woul d?

MR. WARD: His nane is Jerry, oh, goodness,
| have it in nmy wallet. One second, please.

(Pause.

MR. WARD: He lives in -- Rocko, by the way.

(Pause.)

MR. WOODY: That is all right.

MR WARD: | will tell you what, I will send
that information along with the witten expl anation
that we are going over. | can't renmenber his |ast
narme.

MR. WOODY: Okay. That is all right.

MR. WARD: But, you know, his response, you
know, in the circunstances at the tinme that Taki Too
capsi zed, the nonment immediately following, | felt
sick and wanted to cry, however, ny crew nenber was
becom ng furious because nobody was doi ng anyt hing.

And | didn’t get back on the radio to continue to
repeat Mark’'s broadcast for fear of interrupting an
enmer gency broadcast fromthe station to the vessel.

MR. WOODY: Yes.

MR. WARD: So, | just kind of kept quiet and
didn’t get on ny radio. But, right now, I would say
it was a m stake, you know, in hindsight it was
probably a m st ake.

MR. WOODY: Did you hear any broadcast from
the tower?

MR. WARD: No.

MR. WOODY: Do you ever hear any broadcasts
fromthe tower?

MR. WARD: | don’t renenber any, no, not
until after the, not until after -- responded.

MR. WOODY: Ckay.

MR. WARD: To go to the scene.

MR. WOODY: Ckay.

MR. WARD: Then there was sone radio traffic
and | really wasn’t paying any attention to it,
because | was really watching the bar and seeing if
| could get out there.

MR. WOODY: Did you ever hear any traffic of
any kind that was associated with the EMIs arriving
on scene? Any reference to themin the traffic that
you could tell?

MR. WARD: No, | have to say it again, you
know, once the 47 crossed, and proceeded to the, to
the place where the Taki Too had capsized, | watched
intently with all of my, with all of my ability to
t he bar, because they were getting bigger and worse,
and | was |ooking for a set that I could go out on.

Even though ny crew nmenber was totally against it.

You know, we have a duty, and if | can do it, | am
going to do it, but I amnot going to risk the boat
and our lives. So, | gave it every opportunity and
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it took all ny attention. | do renenber, however,
consi der abl e anount of sporadic radio traffic
regardi ng emergency responses.

MR. WOODY: OCkay. Now, do you happen to
have Mark Surl’s tel ephone nunber?

MR. WARD: If | can --

MR. WOODY: And what --

MR. WARD: | knew I had brought it. | am at
work and this is all okay because ny boss knows what
happened, and he knows, you know, | have sone
obl i gati ons.

MR. WOODY: Yeah, yes. | appreciate your

calling and when | got back | had your voice mail on
my phone.

MR. WARD: Ri ght.

MR. WOODY: And Bob, Bob Porter was going to
be the one to call you, but and he may still call
you.

MR. WARD: Okay.

MR. WOODY: | will share everything with
him so he has, you know, a chance to listen to the
recordi ng and see ny notes.

MR. WARD: | amsorry, | can’t find ny
wal | et that has sonme of that information.

MR. WOODY: All right.

MR. WARD: | don’t know where it went.

MR. WOODY: If you happen to run out, just
put a piece of paper inside the, with your statenment
t here.

MR. WARD: Right, yeah, | wll.

MR. WOODY: Yeabh.

MR. WARD: What | did, what | did, was I
wote a letter, an explanation to Doug Davis’ wfe,
because watching her on the nmedia, | knew and |
could tell her that she has got so many questions
and so much disbelief, but she hasn’t heard how it
happened. And, you know, for sonmeone in that
position, to | ose soneone out there, so many years
in the situations, that make no sense whatsoever to
her, I, | was kind enough to give her, like |I am
doing for you, the blow by bl ow scene that | saw

MR. WOODY: Yes.

MR. WARD: For her, so that she could cone
to terms with the happenstance of why and how it
happened. And | did provide that letter to one of
the |l adies at the charter office to forward to her
| ast weekend.

MR. WOODY: Did you know Doug Davis or his
w fe?

MR. WARD: I, | met them | believe, once at
a party that Al Barney had for a guy that just got
hi s ski pper |icense. We didn't really talk. W
weren’t really friends, but, | have been fishing the
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sanme area within close proximty for years. You
know, the Taki Too often fishes the exact sane
ground and the exact sane area that | do at --

MR, WOODY: Yes.

MR. WARD: So, | amreally famliar with
wat chi ng hi m and how he handl es his vessel, how he
tal ks to people, you know, | have seen cross the bar
many tinmes. | have even seen himsit outside and
wait to cone in on a bar that was really bad.
Because, in instances where the bar is bad, nore
treacherous for a 30 footer to conme in a breaking
bar then it is to go out.

MR. WOODY: | see.

MR. WARD: Because of the current at a
crossing overflows and it angles to the turn and the
breakers tend to occur, can really send the boat for
a loop real fast.

MR. WOODY: Ckay.

MR. WARD: You have to be really fast on the
wheel and the throttle to counteract any water
nmovenent that you encounter and it is constantly
changing if you are trying to cone into the bay.
Which it is particularly treacherous com ng in.

MR. WOODY: VWhat, | realize you are a
commerci al fisherman.

MR. WARD: Ri ght.

MR. WOODY: There is a regulation on the
books that says when you are crossing a hazardous
bar, you have to wear |ife jackets.

MR. WARD: | think that should be, that
shoul d be for real.

MR. WOODY: That should be for real.

MR. WARD: Yes, that should be for real. |
mean, as the bar, if the bar |ights are on, even
t hough they are, for making the cross, either their
certification or size or whatever the case may be,

life jackets should be worn by, life jackets should
be worn by the public. | believe in that.

MR, WOODY: Yes.

MR. WARD: 1, nyself, had both, two life
j ackets available, | nean, within hands reach of
myself and nmy crew nenber at the tinme, the whole
time that we were at the bar, because if | |ose,

just say for instance, if ny vessel is sitting there
and | am navigating the turn and stuff just inside
the bar on an outgoing tide, if | |ose propulsion,
guess where we are going? W are going into the bar
with no propul sion, no navigation.

MR. WOODY: Okay.

MR. WARD: So, | nmde it absolutely certain
that we both had life vests within hands reach.

MR. WOODY: Okay.

MR. WARD: At all tinmes while we were there.
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MR. WOODY: Do you have an EPIRB on your
boat ?

MR. WARD: No, | don't. See, that is one of
the, with ny inspection, | amcertified for near
shore, and near shore doesn’'t require an EPIRB
unless | go, | think, 10 mles or sonething |ike
that or beyond five mles with nore than so many
peopl e on ny boat.

MR. WOODY: Now, the Coast Guard has got a
return about 7:20. Yeah, it was, | think 7:20, that
they got a return for a, well, a telephone call cane
from | believe it was Coast Guard in Seattle, that
two, the Garibaldi Crew O fice, the Garibal di
Charter O fice asking about the EPIRB, that the
EPI RB had been heard.

MR. WARD: Ri ght.

MR. WOODY: And that was the first
i ndi cation that Ms. Buell had of a casualty.

MR. WARD: Ri ght.

MR. WOODY: And she said, well, I wll find
out and get back to you, before she could, and then
just a nonment or so |later, she was infornmed that the
Taki Too had capsi zed.

MR. WARD: Ri ght.

MR. WOODY: And then she called back and
said, yes, and they said, at this tine they had al so
heard it.

MR. WARD: Ri ght.

MR. WOODY: The Coast Guard in Seattle, that
she had capsi zed.

MR. WARD: Yeah, | know the | arger vessels,
due to the fact that they go out so many mles and
t hey are passenger vessel, that is one of the
requi renents that they have an operating certified
EPI RB.

MR, WOODY: Yes.

MR. WARD: | personally due to the area that
| fish, within so many mles of shore, | am not
required to have one.

MR, WOODY: Yes.

MR. WARD: But, when | becone a passenger, a
passenger vessel operator, | know ny vessel has to
have one, or if | go beyond so many mles or if | go
beyond so many mles with so many peopl e onboard.

MR. WOODY: You can see | amgiving a sales
pitch. W had one --

MR. WARD: Yeah, yes, well, | do inspire to
a certified captain. And, you know, | am working on
my hours and ny days. | have already got enough to
apply for the OUPV, which is a six pack |icense.

MR. WOODY: Yes.

MR. WARD: But, | am sonewhere in-between

that and being able to take the test for tonnage.
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MR. WOODY: | wish I could think of the nane
of it, but it was a boat up, | want to say Everett
or soneplace and he would go out fish for Halibut,
during the Halibut season. They had their Hali but
license, | recall, and there were two of them on the
boat, and they were fishing close to shore and you
know, they weren’t watching their heading of their
boat, and all of a sudden a wave cane al ong and
capsi zed the boat.

MR. WARD: Yeah, that does happen.

MR. WOODY: And - -

MR. WARD: It depends on your vessel and it
depends on what the ocean gives you.

MR. WOODY: And - -

MR. WARD: | nean, | have been out there in
the mddle, like | say, normally in the swells, they
are just like all the rest, but every once in awhile
one three tines the size of what you have been
riding all day I|ong.

MR. WOODY: Ri ght.

MR. WARD: Cones rolling in.

MR. WOODY: Right, right. And the one guy
was hit by the -- on board and died, but the other
guy kept up --

MR. WARD: Right, and there is always the
risk of injury during the notion of the vessel
turning over. You know, there is always there very
hi gh possibility of hurting yourself before you are
actually are in the water.

MR. WOODY: So, he had an EPIRB, and the
Coast Guard found him And so at | east he saved one
life there with that doggone thing.

MR. WARD: Yes.

MR. WOODY: And, so anyway, | just point it
out to you. They are very worth sonething to have.

MR. WARD: Yeah, they are a little spending
t hough.

MR. WOODY: Oh, they are. They are two,
what do they cost about a thousand dollars now?

MR. WARD: Sonmewhere in between five, 500
and 1, 000.

MR. WOODY: Yes, they are com ng down a
little bit.

MR. WARD: Yeah.

MR. WOODY: They are way above the price of
the ol d fashion EPIRBs.

MR. WARD: Ri ght.

MR. WOODY: Which were, you know, a couple
of hundred dollars or so.

MR. WARD: Ri ght.

MR. WOODY: Yes. But, okay. Anything else
you think to tell nme? | was just |ooking at ny
notes here.
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MR. WARD: Yeah, | have a coupl e of
questions for you.

MR, WOODY: Sure.

MR. WARD: And a couple of statenments to
make.

MR. WOODY: Ckay. Sure, yes.

MR. WARD: As the National Transportation
Saf ety Board conducting an investigation that
entails the people dying, and in your investigation
you are al so conducting part of your investigation,
t he soundi ng of the bar.

MR, WOODY: Yes.

MR. WARD: Correct. Now, when your
i nvestigation is concluded, are you in a position to
make a recomendation to whoever it is enpowered to
tell the Arnmy Corps of Engineers, to go fix it?

MR. WOODY: Yeah, we, we don’t have any
power to enforce but we make recommendati ons to just
about anybody.

MR. WARD: All right, okay, that is what --

MR. WOODY: We --

MR. WARD: My next question is --

MR. WOODY: We follow up with them and we
get, we try to use persuasion and everything we can
to --

MR. WARD: Ri ght. Pl ease do.

My next question is to whomw Il you make
such a recommendation, if that is what you decide to
do?

MR, WOODY: Well, we would, we could very
wel | make a recommendation to the Corps of Engi neer

We have made, we have made recommendati ons to many
different people. Like one tine | know we made a
recommendation during the Cold War to the --

Shi pyard i n Condensa, Pol and.

MR. WARD: Yes.

MR. WOODY: Because they built a bad
steering system and steering gear, and we nmade our
recommendation to them and they responded. They
did what we recommended. So, sone of, we make
recommendati ons that do do sonme good.

MR. WARD: Okay. Here is a question | don’t
know i f you will know the answer to.

MR. WOODY: OCkay.

MR. WARD: In retrospect, if you as the
Nati onal Transportation Safety Board decide to make
a recommendation to the Corps of Engineers, to
correct the bar due to the nature of its hazard, and
they don't, or they decide to not foll ow your
recomendati on, then whom woul d your recomendati on
be required to be forwarded to, to cause themto do
it?

MR. WOODY: Well, we, we make --
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MR. WARD: Woul d that take Congress or --

MR. WOODY: Yes, yes, we are an independent
federal agency. W are a small agency.

MR. WARD: Ri ght.

MR. WOODY: We are independent. And we make
our recommendations to, to just about everybody, the
wor | d.

MR. WARD: Okay.

MR. WOODY: And then we nmake an annual
report to Congress once a year and we tell them what
our desires are and what we haven’'t, what successes
we have had and what we haven’'t had. Then we have a
list of things that are on our nobst wanted |i st.

MR. WARD: Ri ght.

MR. WOODY: And we, we, we publicize it and
everything, to try to get people to conply. It is a
matter of trying to tell as many people, telling
people to as many ot her people as we can to get them
to think about it, you know.

MR. WARD: Ri ght.

MR. WOODY: But, we also try to be
per suasi ve and get people to agree with us.

MR. WARD: Right. Okay. Now here is the
information | proposed to you.

MR. WOODY: Okay.

MR. WARD: You can investigate this and | am
sure, to the best of ny know edge, | am correct.

MR. WOODY: Okay.

MR. WARD: Of all the -- and “bars” on the
Coast of Oregon, in relationship to the criteria
t hat the Corps of Engineers uses to be required to
dredge, there is a serious mscal culation of the --
of Tillanpok Bay, and these are the reasons.

There are five tributaries to the Till anmook

Bay. | nmean, there are five rivers that feed it.

MR, WOODY: Yes.

MR. WARD: Okay. Which causes a lot nore
pressure and a lot nore run out and the fact that
the Tillanmpbok Bar is a distance fromnorth to south
is smaller than nost of the other bars on the coast,
t hat nmeans we have nore water pouring out of snmaller
hol es, and creating a | ot faster and nore rapid
current. And due to the deterioration of the beach
head north of this bar, which has taken all the sand
off the beach and pushed it out in front of the
north jetty, and in front of the bar, itself, which
has in turn caused the deep part of the channel,
just like the tip of the north jetty, to curve and
turn south.

MR, WOODY: Yes.

MR. WARD: That creates a deep part of the
channel where nost of the high, fast noving water
takes its course, and it turns to go south.
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However, a lot of it has to go up pass that channel
westward, right into the ocean swells. Now, |
don’t know what a | ot of people probably thinking
about this, but the Arnmy Corps of Engineers doing

t heir soundi ngs, what are they doing that at? Are
they doing that at a mediumtide or are they doing
that at a high tide, or are they calculating it for
the | owest possible tide of the year, and then al so
factoring the possible likeliness of a nine foot

swel |, which means you have got to take away anot her
hal f of that swell. So, let’'s say they say 18 feet,
and you do it at the very |lowest tide of the year,
and then you take away half of a nine foot swell, so
subtract another four and a half feet, | wll
guar ant ee you have got --

MR. WOODY: Well, | think, that part |

woul d, the issue of being with the extra space that
is needed to determ ne the height. They are pretty
careful about doing the different datas and --

MR. WARD: Right, but, this is nmy concern,
and as, you know, Garibaldi has lost a |ot of
busi ness because the bigger vessels just, they noved
out. The bar is too wicked. But, |I knowif you go
the very mnor tide, and subtract four and a half
feet fromthat, there is a ot of that bar area that
could used to be dredged. However, 18 feet would be
dandy if it was exactly 18 feet across all the way
out to the main marker.

MR. WOODY: Yes. Okay.

MR. WARD: You know what | mean, because --

MR, WOODY: Yes.

MR. WARD: Then the swells would be conm ng
in and there wouldn’t be any cross current that is
turni ng and pushing and, and then everything woul d
be very predictable. However, it is my opinion that
due to the pressure fromthe estuary and the
tributaries, and the size of the bar and the anmpunt
of cubic meters of water to flow out of there on an
outgoing tide, that it needs to be a m ninum of 35
feet until it dips to 35 feet, straight, not, no, no
curving channel s.

MR, WOODY: Yes.

MR. WARD: See, that is the big problens
with, is the channel is curved and the deep part of
the water doesn’t go straight out. If it went
strai ght out, yeah, that would be, even the way it
is right now, if the channel went straight out, that
woul d be great.

MR. WOODY: Yeabh.

MR. WARD: You know, there wouldn’'t be as
much treacherous in this, you know, in everybody’s
attenpts to cross that bar

MR. WOODY: You know, we, we, | know you are
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not an expert on maintaining the sea wall, or the
jetties, but, if the jetties could be kept a little
| onger, if they could be stretched out to where they
used to be --

MR. WARD: Yeah, and especially the north
jetty, you know, it gets, it gets blown fromthe
nort hwest .

MR. WOODY: Yes.

MR. WARD: But, the south jetty gets nailed
fromthe southwest and the west. The south jetty is
mushrooned and fallen. The north jetty from all
fromthe channel turning to the south, creates a
pocket for it to fall into. And the pressure from
the sand of the beach head north of it and northwest
swel | s and because of that corner pocket, is causing
it to get turned to the south.

MR. WOODY: Yes.

MR. WARD: Which nultiplies the problem
whet her they dredge or not, it is just going to get
worse. It is not ever going to get better unless
they dredge it straight out and then put the jetties
back where they were, however, it is my suggestion
that at the end of the north jetty where it has been
turned to the south, that they continue it back to
where it used to be as wide as that. Those jetties
were installed and they |lasted quite awhile, but, if
the tip is expected to maintain itself for
| ongevity, it needs to be wi der out there.

MR. WOODY: Yeah, yeah --

MR. WARD: So that it is nore stable.

MR. WOODY: | see what you nean.

MR. WARD: Yes.

MR. WOODY: In other words you take this,
you take the part of the jetty that is noved around
to the left.

3

WARD: Yes, that is w cked | ooking,
isn't it?

WOODY: And use that as your, as your
wi dt h.
WARD: Ri ght, yes.

WOODY: Yes, | know.

. WARD: The north parts of the very south
part of the curve just nmakes it that w de, another
100 feet.

233 2

MR. WOODY: What nmekes you think that the
sand is causing trouble by the north jetty came from
t he beach?

MR, WOODY: Ckay. | just am curious.

MR. WARD: | don’t know if you are aware
over the last two and half to three years, each year
t here has been a couple of storns out of the west,
nort hwest, that on just a high tide that the water
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and the waves and the crashing breakers nmade it al
the way to the parking | ot and when they do that,
they take all that sand all the way back out away
fromthe beach.

MR. WOODY: Okay. All right.

MR. WARD: Now, if you, in your mnd you
were there, and you could see where that beach head
stops before it drops down and goes to the sand, all
those little bushes and roots and stuff hangi ng out.

MR, WOODY: Yes.

MR. WARD: Okay. That used to go out about
400 feet, that high, a few years back. They beach
had, you know, where all the dunes and the grass and
stuff are, that used to be another 400 feet west.
Al'l that sand and debris got washed out in front of
the jetty. You know, it used to have a sl ope of
about one foot per hundred feet, after you get, you
know, from fromhigh tide is on your way out in the
ocean, it used to have a slope of about one foot per
hundred feet. Now, you are |looking to even see any
slope at all until you get to 30 feet, which is way
out there.

MR. WOODY: Ckay.

MR. WARD: You know what | nmean?

MR, WOODY: Yes.

MR. WARD: | know for a fact that if you go
around that north tip on a north course, on a m nus

two point tide with a nine foot swell, he was | ucky
to have four feet of water under him you know. And
that is dangerous, | nmean, if we have to nake the

choice to risk going into what | ooks soft where

there is no breakers, versus staying on the bar that
is breaking and end up in a situation where a bigger
breaker could take us, you know, that is pretty sad.

MR, WOODY: Yes.

MR. WARD: The whole idea of it is to get us
out beyond the breakers, to where we can nmake our
turn, our choice, whichever way we want to go
w thout risk. And it used to work, now it is just
getting nore treacherous because of that channel has
t ur ned.

WOODY: Ckay.

WARD: |t doesn’t go straight out.

. WOODY: Now, | heard you say awhil e ago,
| think about an eighth of a mle is going out.

233

MR. WARD: Yes.

MR. WOODY: And that would be |Iike 250 yards
or --

MR. WARD: Sonething like that.

MR. WOODY: Sonething |ike that. Okay. |
just want to make sure | was kind of in the
bal | par k.

3

WARD: Let ne think. Yeah, al nost 300
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yards.

MR. WOODY: There hundred yards.

MR. WARD: Qut there, out there which is,
let nme give you sone -- it you make line north of
the tip, about 500 feet and then a Iine west, 1,000
feet, that is where everybody was encountering sone
rather |large swells that were breaking. So, out
there somewhere is a sand hill, you know, off the
beach head there, where sonme swells devel oped into
sonet hing that wasn’t very pretty. | have been on
t he Gakland Pilot, but | never seen the top of it,
you know, that day | saw the top of it tw ce.

MR. WOODY: Did you see the top of the
OCakl and Pilot tw ce?

MR. WARD: Yes. | sawit twice. | was
i ke, wow.

MR. WOODY: And did you --

MR. WARD: | heard he | ost a couple of side

wi ndows. | don't know that that is true.
MR. WOODY: One wi ndow - -
MR. WARD: But, | wouldn't doubt it.

MR. WOODY: One wi ndow got cracked. A
person’s el bow or head or sonething hit a wi ndow and
did crack a w ndow.

MR. WARD: | don’t know that it was, if it
happened | would say it was from water.

MR. WOODY: Ckay.

MR. WARD: When he went over, too, they were
br eaki ng.

MR. WOODY: COkay. Did you see the Norwester
go out, take any kind of a, of a hit?

MR. WARD: The ones that, the two that he
met out there were breaking and they weren’t really
big, they were maybe ei ght foot or something |ike
that, 10 foot.

MR. WOODY: Ckay.

MR. WARD: And they were just swells that
wer e begi nning to sharpen. And the bough on his
vessel just cut right through there, you know, spray
went flying and that was it.

MR. WOODY: Ckay.

MR. WARD: Hi s bough barely even |ifted.
Yeah, but the OGakl and, boy, she was up there.

MR. WOODY: Ri ght.

MR. WARD: Yeah. | do have got give sone
credit to Steve Danner, though, because that vessel
is a very good vessel and he has been practiced over
the | ast couple of years at bringing comrunication
lines froma ship and backing it into the beach, up
t here at Rockaway.

MR. WOODY: Look, | have your, | have one
phone nunmber from you on ny voice mail.

MR. WARD: Yes.
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MR. WOODY: |s that the number, is that the
phone you are using now?

woooy: [
. WARD: That is ny cell phone and |I keep
it with me 24/7.

MR. WOODY: Okay.

MR. WARD: If | don’t answer, go ahead and
| eave a message and | will call you right back

MR. WOODY: Okay. All right. wel I,
appreciate you running us down. As | say, we had an
gent | eman naned Robert Ford, who is the main guy,

MR. WARD: Yes

MR, WOODY:

MR. WARD:

MR, WOODY:

MR. WARD: OCkay
]

MR.

MR

who was going to call you. He may still call you.
MR. WARD: Okay.
MR. WOODY: After, well, it will be after,

probably it will be, well, he is the kind of guy
that likes to start from scratch, so, he may ask you
to do the same thing that | have done.

MR. WARD: Okay.

MR. WOODY: But, just be patient with us.

It is --

MR. WARD: Sure.

MR. WOODY: But, of course, | have been a
Marine investigator for a long tine here, but he is
one of our new guys. He is a master mariner, and --

MR. WARD: Very good.

MR. WOODY: And he, you know, | probably
have nore experience with small boats than he does,
you know, but he is learning, so, the kind of
information you have given me direct will be hel pfu
to him

MR. WARD: Sure.

MR. WOODY: So, | hope when he calls you,
you wouldn’t mnd, do it again, do it again for him
because it will be good training for him

MR. WARD: Okay.

MR. WOODY: And | will share with him

MR. WARD: What is the address to send that
literature to you?

MR. WOODY: Okay. Okay, right. It wll be
O fice of Marine Safety.

MR. WARD: OMS.

MR. WOODY: Right, exactly. And the next
I ine would National Transportation Safety Board.

MR. WARD: NTSB.

MR. WOODY: Right. And then next line wll
be, this is where it kind of tricky.

MR. WARD: Okay.
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MR. WOODY: So, | amgoing to read it. It
is 490.

MR. WARD: Four, nine, zero.

MR. WOODY: Now, the next word is where it
is hard to explain, L'"Enfant. It is French

MR. WARD: L’ Enfant.

MR. WOODY: It is French, so it is capita
L, apostrophe, Enfant, just |ike a baby.

MR. WARD: E-N as Novenber.

MR. WOODY: Yes, echo, Novenber, foxtrot,
al pha, Novenber. Like infant.

MR. WARD: L’ Enfant.

MR. WOODY: Yes, L’Enfant.

MR. WARD: Okay. Is there is T in it?

MR. WOODY: Yes, there is the last, the | ast
letter is a T.

MR. WARD: Okay. So, L-E-N-F-A-N-T.

MR. WOODY: Right. And then the L and then
apostrophe, and then you start with a capital E, N-
F-A-N-T. It is sort of like the infant, the baby,
you know.

Pl aza, P-L- A—Z A, and t he next word is East, E-A-S-
T.

WARD: Say that again?
WOODY: East .
WARD: East .

WOODY: Yeah, we are the east buil ding,
E-A-S-T.
WARD: All right.
WOODY: Ckay. Conmma, SW for sout hwest.
WARD: East, sout hwest.
WOODY: Yeah t here are four buildings
here in L' Enfant Plaza. There are four buildings
here in L Enfant Plaza.

MR. WARD: Right. 490 L Enfant Pl aza, East,
Sout hwest .

MR. WOODY: Okay. And the last line finally
is Washi ngton, D.C. 20594.

MR. WARD: Two, zero, five, nine, four.

MR. WOODY: Yeah, and actually the 20594
will do all of us, it will get to us.

MR. WARD: Yeah, | bet.

MR. WARD: Okay.

MR. WOODY: So, the first lineis --

MR. WARD: The other was, | just to inpress
into your mnd one nore tinme about the pressure on
t hat particul ar estuary. Have you ever seen
pi ctures of Newport fromthe air?

MR. WOODY: No, | haven’'t.

MR. WARD: Have you ever been to Newport?

MR. WOODY: No.

5555 5553
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MR. WARD: Okay. Sonetines our |ocal
tel evi sion channels have a glinpse while they are
doing the weather, they will show you a glinpse of
Newpor t .

MR, WOODY: Yes.

MR. WARD: If you have the opportunity,
actually I would like you to investigate this part
of it, but, the Colunbia River Bar is very big, very
w de.

MR, WOODY: Yes.

MR. WARD: It is alnobst a mle w de.

MR, WOODY: Yes.

MR. WARD: However it also is one of the
nmost, it is the nost treacherous place in the world.

But, it is wide and the amount of water flow ng out
of there, even though the cubic neters per mnute is
pretty high, it is still provides areas of safe
navi gati on on a regul ar basis, even though sone
areas are unnavigable at the same tinme. Newport
and other estuaries that have a bar don’'t have as
many tributaries that cause, okay, just for
instance, Tillanmook Bay when it says it is an eight
foot tide, by the tine the ocean is done putting
eight feet water in there, the rivers have al so put
anywhere fromsix inches to two and a half feet of
wat er, dependi ng on how nuch rain has been in those
| ocal nountains, on top of that eight feet. And
t hen when the ocean decides to let it all out, it
conmes snoking out there. And if there is any kind
of flow over six foot, out of the ocean on a pretty
fast outgoing tide, that bar will break on a regular
basis consistently and constantly. And there is a
whol e | ot of people, there are thousand of people
that come to Tillanmook every year that want to go
fishing, and want to go outside, but the Coast Guard
won't |let them because the bar is too dangerous
period. They just say it is restricted, restricted,
restricted. O course, they don't care, but you
have got thousands of civilians with vessels that
woul d just |ove to use Garibal di because of its
conveni ence, location and fish ability, that just go
out in the ocean and cone back and have a great
t1nme.

MR. WOODY: Ri ght.

MR. WARD: And, and, it is a pity and it is
areally tiring thing, but you have got guys that
come down here, especially during Sal non season, and
they sit there and sit there and sit there watching
the tide and watching the 47 and listening to the
Coast Guard say you can’t go.

MR, WOODY: Yes.

MR. WARD: Because it is too bad. And that
is too bad. | nean, | used to experience, it used
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to make nme as mad as a hornet. You know, | am
capable a lot of the times when they say 20 foot or
bi gger, or 30 foot or bigger only, and here | amin
a 20, and I know |l can do it, but I can't if | am
goi ng sport fishing because, you know, it doesn’t
follow the criteria of the past, you know, w thout,
wi t hout perm ssion. So, just for that reason and
for the safety of all those people who, let’s just
say they do |l et people out in the norning and then
when those people are returning in the afternoon,
the bar is restricted, even though they may or nmay
not able to navigate it safely, it creates a
situation where sonme people put thenselves at risk
know ngly or not know ngly, and the Coast CGuard, a
ot of the tinme is not available on the scene, when
the bar is restricted to observe and protect the
lives of the people who did do it.

So, the whole situation with Tillamook, |
mean, if you check out Newport, Newport is this w de
open, great, big bar with great big | ong straight
jetties and a nice straight channel, and you know,
the Colunbia is a nice big bar with a nice big
channel, lots of choices and then the other bars on
the Oregon coast have pretty good bars with very
little pressure. -- the nobst treacherous one, due
to how nmuch water flows out of that little gap.

MR. WOODY: Ckay.

MR. WARD: And the fact that that channel
has been turned to the south because the north jetty
got curved.

MR, WOODY: Yes.

MR. WARD: And all that water, all that sand
fromthe beach got washed out there. | think that
is something you m ght want to | ook into, about,
about the beach, the erosion. You were there. Do
you renmenber seeing great big bags of sand?

WOODY: Yes, | did. | renmenber.

WARD: Yeah. Do you know what that is?
WOODY: Yeah --

WARD: A fricking band-aid.

WOODY: Yes, that is right.

. WARD: That is about the fifth one they
put there. It is a joke. The ocean al nost bl ew
right through the jetty |last year. And tw ce now, |
think it has taken away their big sand bags.

MR, WOODY: Yes.

MR. WARD: And the ocean got into the
parking lot a couple of tines.

WOODY: You know - -

WARD: That is scary, isn't it?
WOODY: It is, yes.

WARD: Yeabh.

WOODY: | am going through ny little

~EEEEE
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notes here, one thing | didn't get fromyou at the
begi nni ng was your nmailing address.

WARD: Oh.

WOODY: Okay

WARD:
WOODY:
WARD:

WOODY: Street
V\ARD

% 55555555555 2925

MARD
MARD

MARD nght
msorr

MARD
MOODY

>
—

WARD: nght

MR WOODY: Okay. And that was [N

MR. WARD: Ri ght.
e
MR. WARD: Ri
. WOODY: ©Ch, do you?
WARD: Yes, C-A-WL-E-Y.
WOODY: Ckay. Jerry, |last nanme, again,
pl ease?
WARD: C-A-WL-E-Y.
WOODY: Z?
WARD: C.
WOODY: C. C-A-W--
WARD: C-A-WL-E-Y.
WOODY: Cawl ey.
WARD: Yeah. And he works, he doesn’t
have a hone phone but he works at an establishment

in Rockaway called Qur Pl ace. It is a restaurant
| ounge.

2233333 222

MR. WOODY: Okay.

MR. WARD: You know, | was kind of fortunate
to be able to observe everything.

MR, WOODY: Yes, | would say you were.

MR. WARD: Yeah.

MR. WOODY: And you --

MR. WARD: And | know and | known all this
time that fromny perspective on the whol e norning
is paranmount to all of the half information that all
t he other people m ght have seen to be able to give
you.

MR, WOODY: Yes.
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MR. WARD: And | tried to make many efforts
to get ahold of you so | could give you all this
i nf or mati on.

MR. WOODY: Yeah, | appreciate that. And |
appreciate the fact that you have sone | ocal
know edge that you can interpret this thing for us.

MR. WARD: Yeah.

MR. WOODY: You nentioned that you had
witten a letter for the benefit of Ms. Davis.

MR. WARD: Right. | pretty nmuch explained to
her what | have explained to you only in brief, you
know, that | was the second one to arrive to the bar
and | described everybody’s crossings, all the way
to the point of |eaving, because | couldn’t do
anyt hi ng.

MR. WOODY: OCkay.

MR. WARD: But, | did it in brief and to the
poi nt, and short as possible, because you know, it
is pointless to drag the poor |ady through --

MR, WOODY: Yes.

MR. WARD: You know, endless futile words,
but, I think and | am hoping that hel ps her feel
better.

MR. WOODY: Yeah, | think it woul d.

MR. WARD: | hope so.

MR. WOODY: You know, one of the things we
have been aski ng everybody and I am not sure, but,
due to the fact that one guy goes across the bar
|'i ke the Norwester, does that put any pressure on
t he other people to nmake it?

MR. WARD: Oh, you know the answer to that
one, Bill. Yeah, everybody goes in their mnd,
everybody, including ne, you know, he did, | can do
it.

MR. WOODY: Yeabh.

MR. WARD: You know, everybody, they are
human. O course those thoughts are going to go
t hrough anybody’s m nd. However, | don’t know Doug
Davi s, personally, well enough to say that did or
didn’t go through his m nd.

MR, WOODY: Yes.

MR. WARD: | would assune it probably did.

MR, WOODY: Yes.

MR. WARD: You know, him being the, this is
the other part was, you know, he didn’t position his
boat like | did to watch everybody’'s crossing. He
kind of stayed back because he was being courtesy
like I was, to let the others go first. And I don’'t
think he was right up close watching what they
| ooked at and when their decisions were nade and
what they had to go through and the courses they
took, as nuch as | did. You know, a 23 footer, |
see everything that happens with those guys, you
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know. And if | amgoing to do it, | need to know
what | am going up agai nst.

MR. WOODY: Yes.

MR. WARD: You know, a lot of times | wll
go to the bar right at dusk, it is still alittle
dar k.

MR. WOODY: Okay.

MR. WARD: And depending on the bar’s

conditions, I will wait in, or wait just inside
until | can see or if it is calmenough, I wll just
go.

MR. WOODY: Ckay.

MR. WARD: And | will use the deep of the
channel and nmake the, make the crossing and go
t hrough the south hol e.

MR. WOODY: Okay. \What kind of water does
your boat draw? | realize you have got swells that
probably make --

. WARD: They draw about two feet.
WOODY: About two feet. Okay.
WARD: | have got an outboard Merck 165.
WOODY: Merck 165.
. WARD: Yes. And she is, she is, she is
al nost fast enough.

MR. WOODY: Ckay.

MR. WARD: Of course that is comng fromthe
perspective that when | add a 14 and a half foot

~EEEE

trihoe and 100 outboard, | can |aunch that things
airborne off a four foot swell. So, | can really
get with the program | could get on the back of

t he biggest status 22 foot breaker, and ride that
sucker right into the bar.

MR, WOODY: Yes.

MR. WARD: You know, or right inside.
However, ny outgoing choice are nore, because | --
goi ng through a few breakers, you know, which | have
done before, you know, it depends on how big they
are, you know, I will go through a couple of little
breakers, no problem to get out, because it is
navigable. It is safe enough as long as | keep ny
throttle right and my navigation right, | am not
goi ng turned sideways.

MR. WOODY: How nmuch, when you, we heard the
term quartering the seas, | am presunme when you
are going out, if you are going northwest, and the
swells are fromthe west, there are going to be sone
swells you woul d take on your port bough.

MR. WARD: Ri ght.

MR. WOODY: And how nany degrees from dead
to head do you take thenf

MR. WARD: The recommendation is 10 degrees.

But, dependi ng on, you know, you don’'t want to take
it, you can't take it straight. But, | think the
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reason they tell you to not go perfectly straight
into it, is because the bough of your boat can go up
a lot higher before it tilts and conmes back down in
reference to taking it at a small angle. But,
know for a fact that, it is not so nuch the angle
you take, it is so nmuch nore of what you are
actual ly going through.

MR. WOODY: Yes. Okay.

MR. WARD: But, | amsure there is a small
slight advantage on the regular, on the regular
basis that if you take it at a slight angle, your

vessel will crest it and the turning and the pushing
of the, gets to your stern, will bring your bough
back down.

MR. WOODY: OCkay.

MR. WARD: But, the only problemwth it
com ng back down the other side of this deep swell
on an angle is your rudder or your prop is noving
navi gati on and you are already at an angl e.

MR. WOODY: Ri ght.

MR. WARD: That is why |I was, that is why I
don’t know that Tamara Buell’s description of the
Taki Too getting turned sideways by a swell because
Doug took them strai ght on as he was goi ng out
across the bar. And so, having, not having an angle
to them too, that he went over before he got turned
to the north, he was not at an angle to them so |
don’t see how the swell could have actually turned
hi m unl ess the one that he want, the one, the third
one, his bough hit it and it was com ng at a
different angle. That is a possibility, but I
couldn’t see that, you know what | nean?

MR. WOODY: Yes, okay.

MR. WARD: Yeah. Because | know if you go
straight through them and you keep going straight
t hrough them they are not going to get you turned.

MR, WOODY: OCkay.

MR. WARD: But, if you are turned and then
you go over one and then your bough bites the next
one, you are already turned and it is going to push
it even harder.

MR. WOODY: Yes, that is right.

MR. WARD: But, his course of, his course of
navi gation in the beginning of his crossing, did not
entail such an angl e.

MR. WOODY: Let me ask you a question. |If
you were to say, fromone sea -- |ast year, and you
laid off say six nonths during the winter, soneplace
out of town, where it is pleasant --

(Tape ended.)
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